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Planner debut

The City of Victor is excited
{0 welcome a new face to the
neighborhood as well as to
the city staff.

Community art

Jackson will host one of its
biggest weekends for art, but
Teton Valley may be a hidden
gem in the art world.

A pretty ordinary Wyom.[ng
cattle drive ended up with the
discovery of Great Pyrenees
pups that lived in a root wad
for weeks.
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Citizen photo/Hope Strong

Susan and Jay Kment were denied access to Yellowstone National Park last
week, so they ran a local 50-mile race together, pretty much on a whim.

The accidental
ultra runner

A vacation
spoiled by
park closure
ends in victory

By Hope Strong

After running the Jackson Hole
Marathon last fall, Jay and Susan Kment
did some sightseeing in the region. They
enjoyed great offseason rates at the Teton
Valley Cabins east of Driggs, but they
were a little frustrated with smoke from
area fires.

They vowed to return this year, and
a trip to Yellowstone was booked six
months ago.

But due to the government shutdown,
the couple from eastern Nebraska didn’t
relax in Old Faithful Lodge, people-
watching and socializing with other
travelers. Instead, they ran 50 miles from
Mesa Falls to Driggs. Susan served as
crew for her husband, and Jay won the
men’s division.

“We’d been to Yellowstone before, but
that’s not the point,” Jay Kment said this
week. “Before we even got here, I knew
the national parks were going to close.

I called senators and congressmen, the
governor of Wyoming and Nebraska. Not
that it mattered; a little voice like us, they
don’t care.”

Wanting to enjoy the crisp fall weather
in the Rocky Mountains, the Kments
trekked across two states and nestled into
the Teton Valley Cabins again this year.
They stopped by the Teton Basin Ranger
District office to pick up maps and get
information about local hikes, but they
found it shuttered as well.

Both avid runners, the Kments
got wind of a local race hosted by
Dreamchasers, the YT100. Though 100
miles seemed a little excessive, Susan told
her husband he’d always regret it if he
didn’t give the 50-mile race a shot.

“I could run a marathon a week if
could afford it,” Jay Kment said. “But if
I’d driven this course before I ran it, I’d
have probably chicken out.”

“It didn’t matter,” his wife added.
“Yellowstone was closed anyway.”

Without the option of staying in
any of the national parks, the Kments
commenced to register the day before
the 50-mile race. Susan would provide
support for her husband, and he’d run the
longest race of his life on a whim.

“I’d run a 50K before, but that’s only
32 miles,” Kment said. “And running a
race in the Bohemian Alps of Nebraska is
nothing compared to the hills on this local
course. It’s so much harder here.”

Susan packed Gatorade, muffins,

apples, chocolate and other snacks
packed with calories for her husband’s
run. They awoke early Saturday morning
and headed out to Mesa Falls where the
starting line marked the beginning of the
50-mile race. Crewing for her husband,
Susan drove ahead on the course and set
up at the aid stations providing support.

“I visited with the nicest people along
the way,” she said. “It was a really great
experience.”

What the Kments missed out on by
not being able to lounge at Old Faithful
Inn with other travelers, they gained
tenfold by being a part of this endurance
race with other ultra runners and their

“We had wanted to
go to Yellowstone, but
there’s nothing wrong
with Driggs. We could
even move here.”

Susan Kment

support teams. In different ways, Jay and
Susan saw the countryside just outside the
southwestern boundary of Yellowstone.
They didn’t see any bears, though some
were reported along the route. And then
Jay took second overall and first in the
men’s division with a time of nine hours
and one minute.

“Jay Batchen gave me a tip before
the race,” Kment said. “He suggested
I walk the hills, and that made all the
difference.”

Throughout the race, Jay was
somewhat of a novelty; he was the guy
that signed up to run the day before, not
knowing or training for it beforehand.
He finished his race, showered, went to
Tony’s Pizza and Pasta for dinner and
then had to see the 100-mile finishers.

It was reported that course records were
going to be shattered by world-class
runners. After only 15 and a half hours,
Oswaldo Lopez crossed the finish line
only 12 seconds ahead of second place
finisher Nelson Armstrong, and Kment
was there to witness it.

“I’m nothing compared to dogs like
them,” he said reverently.

Though Kment told his wife that he’d
never run another 50-mile race again,
she’s not convinced.

“It’s like childbirth,” she said. “Of
course you don’t want to do it again
right after, but we might be back. We had
wanted to go to Yellowstone, but there’s
nothing wrong with Driggs. We could
even move here.”
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